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    PREFACE. I have undertaken to narrate the coming of the persecuted Protestants of France to the New World, and their establishment, particularly in the seaboard provinces now comprehended within the United States. This movement and settlement took place principally at the time of the Revocation of the Edict of Nantes. But before that period, important emigrations had already occurred ; emigrations to Acadia, or Nova Scotia, to Canada, to the French West Indies, and, by way of Holland, to the Dutch possession of New Netherland — now New York. And still earlier, the effort had been made by Coligny — unsuccessfully, indeed — to plant a colony and provide a retreat for the French Calvinists, first in Brazil, and afterward in Florida. The volumes now submitted to the public treat first of these antecedent movements, and then take up the narrative of the events that led to the more considerable and more effective emigration, in the latter years of the seventeenth century. The attempt has been made, in connection with a brief account of the Huguenots, before their exodus from France,' to trace the fortunes of many who ultimately reached this country. The recital is by no means to be regarded as exhaustive. It is presented rather as illustrative of the subject. Yet the number of families whose places of ' Of the works devoted to the consideration of this topic, the latest — the History of the Rise of the Huguenots of France, by my brother Professor Henry M. Baird — is already widely known. Two volumes, on The Huguenots and Henry the Fourth, will soon succeed that publication, to be followed — it is hoped — by others, covering the period of struggle and suffering, down to the Edict of Toleration.
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    iv PREFACE. origination I have ascertained, and of whose flight from France some particulars at least have been gathered, constitutes no small portion of the whole number known to have come to America : and the exemplification of their adventures here given, may be taken, it is believed, as a picture, tolerably correct, of the entire history. Of the settlement in America, at the period of the Revocation, the present work includes only the part relating to New England. In another work I propose to treat of the settlement in the Middle and Southern provinces or States — in New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania and Delaware — and in Maryland, Virginia and South Carolina. The story of the Huguenot emigration to America has remained, till now, unwritten. This has not been due to a lack of interest in the subject, nor to a failure to recognize its importance. Many a glowing tribute has been paid to the memory of the persecuted exiles, and many a thoughtful estimate has been formed, of the value of the contribution made by them to the American character and spirit. No traditions have been more fondly and reverently cherished among us, than those concerning the hardships and sufferings of the fugitives from France : and no names are more honored than the names, of foreign cast, that indicate descent from them. Yet there has scarcely been a serious attempt to set in order the facts that have been known with reference to this theme ; much less, to delve into the mass of documentary evidence that might be supposed to exist. The entire literature of the subject, to the present day, may be said to consist of little more than a few newspaper and magazine articles, a few passages of works upon more general themes,' and a few valuable monographs relating to local settlements. ' I do not forget that the episode of " The Huguenots in Florida " has been told by the brilliant historian of New France, in his graphic way, and that a brief account of De Monts' settlement in Acadia is embodied in the same volume. (Pioneers of France in the New World, by Francis Parkman.) But that episode is rather introductory to the history of tlie Huguenots in America, than a part of it ; and both these incidents are related by Mr. Parkman as subordinate to his special theme: France and England in North America.
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    PREFACE. V My attention was called to this deficiency, more than thirty years ago, when M. Charles Weiss, while preparing his important " History of the French Protestant Refugees, from the Revocation of the Edict of Nantes to our Own Days," applied to my father, the late Reverend Robert Baird, D.D., for direction in the endeavor to obtain materials for an account of the Huguenot colonists in the United States. Little information could at that time be imparted, in addition to the brief but interesting sketch that had already appeared, in my father's book entitled " Religion in America;'" and upon that sketch, M. Weiss based the greater part of his chapters on the Refugees in America. The present work is the fruit of investigations that have been carried on, in this country, and in France and England, during the last ten or twelve years. The materials used have been found largely in unpublished documents. Manuscripts in the possession of the descendants of refugees ; memorials, petitions, wills, and other papers, on file in public offices ; the records of a few of the early French Churches in America ; the registers of the French Churches in England, in the custody of the Registrar-General, London ; the letter-books of the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts ; documents in the British State Paper Office, and in the National Archives of France, have constituted a precious part of this material. Of the published works that have aided me, the most important have been, the volumes — now numbering thirty-three — of the monthly Bulletin of the French Protestant Historical Society ; the volumes of La France Protestante, the second edition of which, edited by M. Henri Bordier, is in progress ; the histories of Protestantism in several of the provinces and chief towns of France ; and the series of volumes printed in this country under government auspices, comprising doc1 Religion in the United States of America. By the Rev. Robert Baird. Glasgow and Edinburgh : MDCCCXLTV. Book II., Chapter XII. "Religious Character of the early Colonists: Huguenots from France." A revised edition was published in the year 1857, by Messrs. Harper Brothers, New York.
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    vi PREFACE. uments relative to the colonial history of several of the States. Of traditions, however interesting, I have taken little account, save where they have been substantiated through written testimony, or incidentally confirmed by established facts. It was a remark of Goethe, which Baron Bunsen quotes as verified under his own observation, that tradition ceases, after three generations ; in the fourth, already, every thing is either myth, or documentary history.' Yet I have found not unfrequently, and sometimes very unexpectedly, that the legends preserved in our Huguenot families for six or seven generations, have agreed, in the main, with historic statements ; confirming, in their turn, the accounts preserved in more durable forms, of the perils and sufferings undergone by the exiles. In the prosecution of these researches, I have been favored with the able and generous assistance of many fellowlaborers, my indebtedness to whom I gladly acknowledge here. To none of them have I owed more, than to M. Henri Bordier, of Paris, whose labors in connection with the revision of La France Protestante are conferring a vast obligation upon the student of Huguenot history ; to M. Jules Bonnet, of Paris, the accomplished Editor of the " Bulletin de la societe de I'histoire du protestantisme frangais," and to M. W. N. du Rieu, Director of the University and Walloon Libraries, Leyden. From M. Louis Meschinet de Richemond, of La Rochelle ; from M. James Vaucher, of Geneva ; and from M. Philippe Plan, Librarian of the Public Library of Geneva, I have also received material help. During a visit to London, made in the autumn of the year 1879, I experienced the greatest courtesy at the hands of the gentlemen in charge of the collections of documents that I had occasion to consult. My thanks are especially dug to Mr. Walford D. Selby, of the Public Record Office ; to Mr. John Shoveller, of the General Register Office, Somerset House ; and to Mr. S. W. Kershaw, Librarian of ' .Memoirs of Baron Bunsen. Vol. II., p. 305.
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    PREFACE. vii Lambeth Palace Library. Since that visit, I have received important aid from these gentlemen, and also from two of the Directors of the French Protestant Hospital in London. Mr. Arthur Giraud Browning, and Mr. Henry Wagner, F. S. A., who have spared no pains to procure for me all needed information upon the subjects of my inquiry. At home, I have enjoyed the invaluable cooperation of the custodians of various repositories of manuscripts and books. I may particularly mention Dr. George H. Moore, Superintendent of the Lenox Library ; Mr. Frederick Saunders, Librarian of the Astor Library; and Mr. B. Fernow, of Albany, and Dr. Edward Strong, of Boston, who have been most helpful to me in the investigation of the historical records of the State of New York and of the State of Massachusetts. I have been greatly indebted to the authorities of the French Protestant Episcopal Church " du St. Esprit," and of the Protestant Reformed Dutch Churches of New York, Kingston, and New Paltz, for the privilege of consulting the ancient records in their keeping. The numerous manuscripts of Gabriel Bernon, perhaps the most remarkable of the Huguenots who came to America after the Revocation, have been kindly intrusted to me for examination, by Mr. Sullivan Dorr, Mrs. William D. Ely, and the late Mrs. Anne Allen Ives, of Providence, Rhode Island, descendants of that distinguished refugee. The Mascarene papers, now published for the first time,' have been made accessible to me through the courtesy of their possessor. Miss Mary W. Nichols, of Danvers, Massachusetts. These interesting documents, upon the death of the last male descendant of Jean Mascarene, passed into the hands of Dr. Edward Augustus Holyoke, of Salem, the ancestor of the lady named. I have received important help, the value of which will appear in future volumes, rather than in these, from Professor Frederick A. Porcher, President of the South Carolina Historical Society, from the Reverend Dr. ' A translation of one of these papers appeared in the New England Historical and Genealogical Register, No. CXXXIX. (July, 1881.)
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    vjii PREFACE. Charles S. Vedder, and from Mr. Langdon Cheves, of Charleston. My thanks are also due to Mr. William Kelby, of the New York Historical Society ; to the Reverend Dr. Benjamin F. De Costa ; to Mr. John William Potts, of Camden, New Jersey, and to Mr. James A. Dupee, and Mr. J. C. J. Brown, of Boston, for their obliging counsel and assistance. To the names of these friends and helpers I must be permitted gratefully to add the name of my brother, Professor Henry M. Baird. The views of La Rochelle, that illustrate these volumes, have been copied, with the kind consent of Mr. Matthew Clarkson, of New York, from engravings in his possession, made early in the last century, and doubtless representing the city very much as it was at the time of the dispersion. The quaint view of the Huguenot " temple " of La Rochelle, is a fac-simile of a picture contained in the rare work attributed to Abraham Tessereau, a copy of which exists in the British Museum. The petition, bearing the signatures of the Walloons «nd French, among whom, it is believed, were several of the first colonists of New Netherland, and founders of the city of New York, is a fac-simile of the original, preserved in the British State Paper Office. Permission to reproduce this important document was readily given by the Master of the Rolls, upon the application made in my behalf by Mr. A. G. Browning. I am indebted to Mr. George F. Daniels, the author of a very valuable account of " The Huguenots in the Nipmuck Country," for a view of Oxford, Massachusetts, the site of one of the most interesting of the French settlements in America. I offer no apology for the multiplicity of proper names, and of personal details, that will be found in several of these chapters. The value of such a work as the present one must obviously depend in no small degree upon the fullness and the accuracy of information of this nature. On the other hand, it may be necessary that I should explain, that these particulars relate chiefly to the emigrants tliemselves, except in the case of those who came to New England. Of
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    PREFACE. ix the families that came to the Middle and Southern provinces, or States, fuller notices will be reserved for a future publication, that will treat of the settlement in those parts of our land. A general appreciation of the Huguenot character, and of the Huguenot element in the population of this country, will naturally find its place in the concluding chapter of that publication. RvE, New York, November i, 1884.
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    INTRODUCTION. ATTEMPTED SETTLEMENTS IN BRAZIL AND FLORIDA. The project of establishing colonies of French introd. Protestants in America, was entertained and ad- 1555. vocated, as early as the middle of the sixteenth century, by the illustrious Gaspard de Coligny. A patriotic and a religious zeal alike prompted him to favor the measure. Intent on furthering the prosperity of France through the development of her industrial resources, the ereat Admiral, a hundred years before Colbert, coiigny's cs . . -^ plans of pleaded for colonization. Whenever released Coionizafrom the more pressing cares of political and military life, his mind was occupied with plans of this nature, hoping, as he expressed it, " so to manage that in a little while we may have the finest trade in all Christendom." Coiigny's views of the foreign policy of France also led him to favor a colonial system. Spain, foremost in the discovery and exploration of the New World, was now nearly without a rival upon its continents and waters. The vast empires of Mexico and Peru had fallen an easy prey to her captains ; and the riches which the conquest poured into the royal treasury, enabled Charles
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    22 ATTEMPTED SETTLEMENTS: BRAZIL. introd. the Fifth to carry on the wars which disturbed 1555. the peace of Europe, and which especially humiliated France. Coligny had already distinguished himself in arms against the Spaniard. Devoted to his country's interests, he could not but approve a plan for weakening her inveterate foe by planting settlements and trading posts along the American shore, and contesting the commerce and the sovereignty of the New World with Spain. But there was another consideration, perhaps more potent, appealing to Coligny's religious sympathies. Though not yet an avowed adherent of the Reformed faith, he was in accord with AEefuge ^^^ Protestaut movement, and was preparing to fromPer- j-,g ^\-^q fearless champion of relisfious freedom secution. _ . and of the rights of conscience that he proved himself ever after. At this moment, the outlook for Protestantism in France was an anxious one. The doctrines of the Reformation, proclaimed in Germany by Luther, had soon spread into the 1521. neighboring territory of France, and made converts among the learned and the titled, as well as among the common people. For a time it seemed probable that the evangelical faith might enjoy toleration, if not patronage and acceptance, from the ereat. The kingf, Francis the First, himself professed a desire to see the abuses of the Church corrected. His sister, Margaret of Angouleme, afterwards Queen of Navarre, early came into sympathy with the teachings of the reformers, and showed herself their zealous and steadfast friend. Motives of state policy prompted Francis to seek alliance with the Prot �
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    SPREAD OF CALVINISM IN FRANCE. -v) estant princes of Germany, and to conciliate the introd. Lutherans among his own subjects. But it was i~2. not long before, influenced by other considerations, he forsook the course of moderation upon which he had entered, and acknowledged himself the implacable foe of the Reformation. His hostility was reflected and intensified in the legislation of the period. Parliamentary enactments pronounced the profession of the new doctrines a crime, to be punished with death ; and executions for heresy became frequent throughout the kingdom. The last years of Francis I. were stained by the massacre of the Protestant inhab- 1545. itants of twenty-two towns and villages in southeastern France, and by the burning at the stake of fourteen members of the newly organized church of Meaux. Under the reiofn of his son. Henry H., the laws that aimed at the extirpation of heresy became increasingly severe. The edict june27, of Chateaubriand enjoined upon the civil and ecclesiastical courts of the kingdom to combine for the detection and punishment of heretics. Persons convicted of heresy were denied the right of appeal from the decisions of these courts. Suspected persons were excluded from every public preferment, and from all academic honors. Heavy penalties were imposed upon apy who should harbor them, connive at their escape, or present petitions in their behalf. Informers were awarded one-third part of the goods of persons informed against. The property of those who fled from the kingdom was to be confiscated. The same edict forbade the intro1551.

  

  
    Page 38
    

  
  
    24 ATTEMPTED SETTLEMENTS: BRAZIL. introd. duction of heretical books from abroad, and j~ established a rigid censorship of the press at home, to prevent the publication of such works within the realm. Yet in spite of these harsh repressive measures, the Protestant faith continued to spread in France. Its enemies, finding that the torture and the fagot, as applied under the sanction of civil law, availed nothing to deter multitudes from embracing the new religion, now urged the Thein- introduction of the Spanish Inquisition, which pSposed. had proved so effectual in destroying heresy on the other side of the Pyrenees. It was, however, at the very time when this proposal was under consideration in the Parliament of Paris, that the first Protestant church in France was September organized in a private house of that city ; and it was soon after this that the foundations of an ecclesiastical system destined to unite and consolidate the scattered congregations of believers throughout the kingdom, were laid by a handful of obscure and persecuted men. May 26, xhe first National Synod of the Reformed 1559- . . . _ Churches of France met in Paris, in May, 1559. The form of ecclesiastical discipline adopted was that already existing in the Reformed Church of Geneva ; and it was substantially the same with that which was established in the following year by the first General Assembly of the Church of Scotland. The parity of the Holy Ministry was recognized. In each congregation the minister or ministers, together with the " anciens," (elders,) chosen by the people, formed
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    1559heusions. REFORMED CHURCH OF FRANCE. 25 the " Consistoire" or Church Session, having introd the oversight of the flock. From the decisions of this court, appeal could be made to the " Colloque," or Provincial Synod, which met twice every year, and which was composed of all the pastors of the churches within a certain territory, together with elders representing the congregations. The National Synod was the supreme ecclesiastical court. Coliorny knew the temper of the religious i555. .^L-ir 111 1- CoUgny's party to whicli he was already bound m sympa- Apprethy, and of which he was soon to become the military leader. Sagacious and far-sighted, this eminent man — " one of the largest, firmest, and most active spirits that have ever illustrated France" — dreaded the effect of persecution upon a body of men, steadily growing in numbers, swayed by the most powerful convictions, conscious of their strength, yet denied the liberty either to enjoy their rights of conscience at home or to seek room for the enjoyment of them in foreign lands. The plan of founding a French colony in America, where the adherents of the Reformed religion might freely profess and exercise their faith,' while at the same time enlarging the possessions and increasing the resources of the kingdom,^ commended itself strongly to " Le but etoit bien moins d' acquerir a la France une partie du Bresil, que d'y assurer une ressource au Calvinisme, proscrit et persecute par le Souverain." — Histoire de la Nouvelle France, par le P. de Charlevoix. Vol. I., P- 35^ " La colonisation par les protestants des regions qu' on

  

  
    Page 40
    

  
  
    26 ATTEMPTED SETTLEMENTS: BRAZIL. introd. his judgment : and upon his representations, the 1555. '^ii^g' Henry II., consented to the scheme.' The moment seemed favorable. A series of mihtary reverses had incHned Charles the Fifth to terms of peace with France and with her allies, the Protestant States of Germany. Spain was resting from a lonsf and an exhaustive war. Among the countries beyond the seas which had been discovered by vSpanish adventurers, Brazil remained almost unnoticed. A companion of ^500' Christopher Columbus had taken possession of it, fifty years before, in the name of the King of Castile : but the claim had not been pressed. By the line of demarkation which the Roman See had drawn, dividing all lands as yet undiscovered between the crowns of Spain and Portugal, Brazil was found to belong to the latnommait alors les Indes etait un des reves favoris de ramiral." — De Grammont : Relation de 1' expedition de Charles-Quint contre Alger par Villegaignon. P. 8. ' " On disoit ouvertement que c'etoit-la le moyen d'etendre la gloire du nom Frangois, & d' affoiblir les forces des ennemis, qui tiroient de ces contrees de puissans secours, pour faire la guerre : Que 1' exemple des Francois serviroit beaucoup a ouvrir aux nations etrangeres le chemin decette partie du monde : de sorte qu' en rendant la liberie aux Americains, on y etabliroit un commerce public et commun a toutes les nations, dont les seuls Espagnols, par le joug insupportable qu' ils avoient irnpose a ces peuples, tiroient tout le profit. Voila ce qu' on publioit par- lout. Mais Villegagnon avoit traite secretement avec Coligny, et comme il scavoit que 1' Amiral fav'orisoit sourdement les sectaleurs de la Religion des Suisses et de Geneve, dont il y avoit deja un grand nombre en France, il lui avoit fait esperer qu' il etabliroit celte Religion dans les pais dont il se rendroit le maitre." — Hisloire Universelle de Jaques Auguste de Thou, Tome II. , p. 381. /
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    DURAND DE VILLEGAGNON. 27 ter power. The Portuguese indeed, at an early introd. day, formed a few settlements along- the coast. 1555. But it was not until the discovery of gold in that country, that Portugal herself showed any great interest in this occupation. Meanwhile, the French, who had never admitted the right of the Pope to apportion a hemisphere between their rivals the Spaniards and Portuguese, were exploring the coast of Brazil, and trading with its inhabitants, upon their own account. It was now that a French soldier of fortune, Projected Durand de Villegagnon, proposed to Coligny Brazil, the establishment of a Protestant colony in Brazil. Villegagnon was well known as a brave soldier, and an accomplished naval commander, and was particularly recommended for such an expedition by his acquaintance wath. the Brazilian coast. He also represented himself to the Protestants as in sympathy with their views ; and if he did not himself originate the plan of emigration to the New World, willingly lent himself to Coligny's scheme in behalf of his persecuted brethren.' ' Jurieu, Apologia pour la Reformation, I. 552, maintains that Coligny fixed upon Villegagnon to carry out his own design, and prepare a retreat in America for the persecuted Protestants. Bayle, Hist. & Crit. Dictionary (v. Villegagnon) quotes Beza in opposition to this statement. Count Delaborde (Gaspard de Coligny, Amiral de France, I. 145, 146,) adopts the former view. " Coligny avait con^u le projet d'y fonder [en Bresil] une colonic, dans la double pensee de servir les interets de la France en lui assurant, au dela de r Ocdan, la possession d' une contree propre a favoriser son commerce, et d' ouvrir un asile a ceux des protestants fran9ais qui pourraient se soustraire aux persecutions dirigees contre eux sur le sol natal."
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    tion. 28 ATTEMPTED SETTLEMENTS: BRAZIL. introd. It was in July, 1555, that two ships and a July 12, transport, furnished and fitted out at the royal 1555- charges,' set forth under the auspices of Admiral Coligny, from the port of Havre de Grace. The company of emigrants was considerable. Villegagnon's ship alone carried one hundred persons. Some of these were Protestants, of various conditions — noblemen, soldiers, and mechanics. But there were others who probably cared little either for the " new " doctrines Recruits or for the old. Villegagnon had availed himself Expedi- of the king's permission to visit the prisons of Paris, and select any of the criminals whom he might judge to be suitable as recruits. This was no uncommon way of securing colonists for the settlement of lands beyond the seas. It may be doubted whether the experiment ever proved a successful one. The band of volunteers was soon reduced in number by desertions. Scarcely had the vessels gained the Channel, before a severe gale set in, driving them back to the coast of Normandy. At Dieppe, where they put in for shelter and repairs, many of the voyagers, satisfied with their brief experience of the perils and discomforts of the ocean, abandoned the enterprise. Only eighty persevered, of whom thirty were artisans and common workmen. A long and stormy voyage brought the adventurers to the wonderful Bay, which its discoverer, ' In addition to this outfit, the king granted the sum of ten thousand livres for the first expenses of the enterprise. (De Lery.)
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    RIO DE JANEIRO. 29 supposing it to be the moutli of some great river, had misnamed Rio de Janeiro. As their ships approached the narrow entrance to this landlocked sheet of water, the Frenchmen looked with admiring eyes upon scenery unsurpassed for magnificence and beauty by any other in either hemisphere. On each side of this entrance, a granite mountain stood, as if forbidding access. Beyond these giant sentinels, and through a deep vista of wooded hills, the vast harbor was seen, its expanse broken by palm-clad islands, and framed in wuth dense forests, behind which rose lofty ranges of mountains, strangely contorted in abrupt, fantastic forms. Nearing the shore, the voyagers beheld for the first time the splendors of a tropical vegetation. The atmosphere was heavy with the odor of flowers, and sight and hearing were together regaled by the incessant song and the brilliant plumage of countless varieties of birds. Villegagnon landed with his men upon the, shore near the entrance of the bay. The arrival of the party was greeted by the savages in the neighborhood with every demonstration of joy. These tribes were friendly to the French, with whom they had long traded ; and they regarded their visitors' as allies, come to protect them against the Portuguese, whom they hated for their cruelty and rapacity. But neither the friendliness of the savages nor the grandeur and loveliness of the scenes of nature around them, could blind the strangers to the fact that a laborious and discouraging work awaited them. The Introd. ^555Bay of Nitherohy.
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    so ATTEMPTED SETTLEMENTS : BRAZIL. introd. country was utterly uncultivated. The natives, 1555. though disposed to be helpful, were improvident, and had no sufficient stores of food for their supply. It was necessary to begin without delay the building of some kind of fortification, not only as a precaution against the Indians, whose fidelity could not be greatly relied on, but especially in view of the proximity of the Portuguese, who, though they had not been able to retain possession of the land, were enraged by Difficui- the intrusion of the French, and miorht at any tl6S 611" countered, moment make a descent upon them from their settlement at San Salvador, in the north. But the difficulties in the way of building were many. There were no beasts of burden, and timber must be carried on the shoulders of men, up the steep hillsides of the wild broken country. Villegagnon himself was at a loss to decide upon the best course to be pursued : and his companions, the better portion of them especially, were completely discouraged, and only waited till the ships which had brought them over should be r6ady for the homeward voyage, returning to France with a cargo of Brazil-wood. The leader was soon left with a diminished band, consisting for the most part of the convicts whom he had taken out of the prisons in Paris. Fearing lest they too might desert him, and go over to the savages, with whom they were but too well inclined to consort, he determined to leave the main-land,' and establish himself upon ' So Villegagnon himself intimates in his letter to Calvin,
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    THE ISLAND COLIGNY. 3 1 one of the numerous islands in the beautiful introd. bay. The little island of Lage, just within the 1555. entrance of the bay, was first chosen. Here Villegagnon set his men at work to build a temporary fort or block-house. But it was soon found that the action of the water at flood-tide in the narrow channel threatened the security of the building ; and the party removed to another small island, two miles further up the widening portal of the bay, and directly opposite the site now occupied by the city of Rio de Janeiro. This island, known at the present day by Ville- TheSettie, • , ^, ., . . - ment. gagnon s name, is less than a mile in circumference, and lies at the distance of only two furlongs from the shore. It was called in honor of the patron of the colony, Coligny : a fort was erected on a rock at the water's edge, and near by, under shelter of the guns, the rude cabins of the settlers were hastily constructed. Even in this isolated spot, Villegagnon found it difficult to keep his vicious and refractory followers under control. A conspiracy against his (see appendix to this volume,) in which he gives his reasons for subsequently removing to an island. De Lery, who arrived more than a year later, and who may not have known all the particulars of the beginnings of the colony, says nothing about the unsuccessful attempt to settle on the main-land. There is an allusion to it in Andre Thevet's notices of the expedition. " Nous trouvasmes une petite isle . . . dans laquelle quelques deux mois suivans commen9ames a fortifier, apres avoir pense a nos affaires et avoir /iz/V descente en terre continente, pour tirer I'amitie de ces barbares." (Histoire de deux voyages par luy faits aux Indes australes et occidentales, apud Memoires de Claude Haton.appendice, p. 1099.)
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    Z2 ATTEMPTED SETTLEMENTS: BRAZIL. latrod. life, in which all but five joined, was discov1555- cs^ barely in time, and the summary punishment of the ringleader struck terror into the minds of the rest. After this, the work of fortification proceeded, and the little colony enjoyed a tolerable degree of tranquillity for the remainder of the year. toGeneva. ^^^^ ship that returned to Europe with some of the discouraged adventurers, carried also a trusty messenger from Villegagnon, charged with the duty of reporting to Coligny and to the king the establishment of the colony, and of seeking re-enforcements, in order to the permanent occupation of " Antarctic France," as the new continent was now denominated. In addition to this embassy, the messenger was instructed to proceed to Geneva, and there to present to the ministers and magistrates of the city an earnest appeal for help to plant the GosAugust20 pel in America. Calvin himself was absent, *i2°i55a having been called to Frankfort for the purpose of endeavoring to settle the serious disputes among the English exiles and the Protestants of that city. But the envoy was heartily welcomed by the other ministers of Geneva, as well as by the magistrates. Solemn relig^ious services were held in the cathedral church of St. Pierre : the Genevese, who were " naturally desirous of the spread of their own religion, giving thanks to God," as the old chronicler Lescarbot relates, " for that they saw the way open to establish their doctrine yonder, and to cause the light of the Gospel to shine forth among those
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    FIRST MISSION TO THE HEATHEN. 33 barbarous people, godless, lawless, and without introd. reliorion." Several pious young students, one 1556. of whom was Jean de Lery, offered themselves for the work of instructing the savages in the knowledge of Christianity ; and two clergymen • of the Church of Geneva, Pierre Richer, called de Lisle, and Guillaume Chartier — the first Protestant ministers to cross the Atlantic — were appointed to this mission. The other members of the little company were Pierre Bourdon, Mathieu Verneuil, Jean du Bordel, Andre Lafon, Nicolas Denis, Jean Gardien, Martin David, Nicolas Roviquet, Nicolas Carmeau, and Jacques Rousseau. Three of these were destined to martyrdom for their faith, A number of mechanics and laborers also Thesieur joined the party. At its head was the aged Philippe de Corguilleray, sieur du Pont, an old neighbor and friend of Coligny, who had left his estates at Chatillon sur Loing, some years before, that he might live amid the religious privileges to be enjoyed in Geneva. It was at the admiral's own request, seconded by that of Calvin, that this venerable man' consented to take the leadership of the enterprise.^ ' Ja vieil et caduc. — De Lery. "^ The particulars of the expedition to Brazil are given by De Lery, who accompanied it, and by Lescarbot, who seems to have derived his information from others who were engaged in it. De Lery's account is to be found in his " Histoire d'un Voyage fait en la Terre du Bresil, autrement dite Amerique. Contenant la Navigation, & choses remarquables, veiies sur mer par 1' aucteur. Le comportement
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    34 ATTEMPTED SETTLEMENTS: BRAZIL. introd. The band of volunteers thus organized left 1556- Geneva in excellent spirits.' Crossing the September Jura mountains, they made their way through the provinces of Franche Comte and Burgundy, Visit to the home of Coliorny, in the valley of the to Coligny. ^ . ,^ , i-i -i ., Lomg. Here the admiral graciously entertamed them, in his ancient castle of Chatillon, ''one of the very finest in France," and encouraged them in their undertaking, setting before them many reasons that led him to hope that God would permit them to see the fruit of their labors, and promising them the help of the naval force at his command. From Chatillon they proceeded to Paris, where they spent a month, and where, to their delight, Richer and Chartier found that " a church had been gathered in the best manner, according to the word of God." Scarcely a year had passed since the organization of this de Villegagnon en ce pais la. Les meurs & fagons de vivre estranges des Sauvages Ameriquains : avec un colloque de leur langage. Ensemble la description de plusieurs Animaux, Arbres, Herbes, & autres choses singulieres, & du tout inconues pardeca : dont on verra les sommaires des chapitres au commencement du livre. Non encores mis en lumiere, pour les causes contenues en la preface. Le tout receuilli sur les lieux par lean De Lery, natif de La Margelle, terre de Sainct Sene, au Duche de Bourgougne. Pseaume CVIIL Seigneur, ie te celebreray entre les peuples, & te diray Pseaumes entre les nations. A Geneve. Pour Antoine Chuppin, M.D. LXXX." — 8 vo., pp. 382. ' Gallasius writes, September i6th, from Geneva, to Calvin, then in Frankfort, '' Richeriiis et Quadrigarius \Q\\zx\\^x\ cum Pontatio [du Pont] octavo die hujus mensis in viam se dederunt eadem alacritate animi quam antea prae se ferebant. Unum tantum diem discessum eorum distulit Pontanus, quod torminibus subito correptus itineris laborera ferre non posset."
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    VOYAGE TO ANTARCTIC FRANCE. 35 little flock in the French capital, the first Prot- introd. estant church in France : and the visit of these T556. ministers was well-timed, as on the way to their mission field, they stopped to speak to their fellow-believers of the prospects of God's kingdom in the heathen world. In Paris the travelers were joined by several noblemen who had heard of the expedition. In due time they reached Honfleur, in Normandy, their appointed place of embarkation. While waiting for the little fleet of three vessels which the king had promised to furnish for their voyage, the emigrants experienced one of those effects of the popular hatred to which the Protestants of France were perpetually exposed, even in times of peace. Gathered in their Affray in lodgings, they were celebrating the Lord's Supper at night, when a mob burst in upon them, and in the afifray that followed, one of their number, the captain Saint Denis, was killed. It was on the twentieth of November that the November 20 adventurers launched upon "that great and impestuous sea, the Ocean." A nephew of Vellegagnon, the sieur Bois-le-Compte, was in command. His flag-ship, "la petite Roberge," carried eighty persons. Jean de Lery, and his companions, sailed with Captain de SainteMarie ; and a third vessel, the '' Rosee," had on board six boys, sent over to learn the language of the country, and five young girls, under the care of a matron. The voyage lasted nearly four months. It was disgraced by several acts of piracy, perpetrated by Bois-le-Comte, upon
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    J) 6 ATTEMPTED SETTLEMENTS : BRAZIL. iii^d. Spanish and Portuguese ships. The emigrants 1557- remonstrated in vain with the commander against these lawless acts, which he doubtless sought to justify by the maritime customs of the time.' March 10 At length, on Wednesday, the tenth of March, the passengers landed on the island Coligny, in the bay of Rio de Janeiro. "The first thing we did," says Jean de Lery, " was to join in thanks^ivinCT to God." The new-comers were led at once into the presence of Villegagnon, who welcomed them warmly. These courtesies over, the aged sieur du Pont addressed him, setting forth the motives which had influenced his companions and himself in undertaking a voyage attended with so many dangers and hardships. It was, he said, to constitute in that country a Church reformed according to the word of God. Villegagnon replied, declaring that inasmuch as this had long been the desire viiie- of his own heart, he received them gladly with ^pnJe^-^ this understanding. Nay, it was his purpose ^^°^^ that their Church should be the best reformed of all, and even far beyond others : and that henceforth vice should be rebuked, extravagance in dress corrected, and in short everything that might hinder the worship of God in its purity removed. Then, clasping his hands, and raising ' It deserves to be noticed that Coligny himself had earnestly protested against piracy, and had exerted himself for its repression, and for the protection of commerce upon the high seas. — Gaspard de Coligny, Amiral de France ; par le comte Jules Delaborde, Paris, 1882. T. III., p. 363.
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    INTERVIEW WITH VILLEGAGNON. 37 his eyes toward heaven, he thanked God for sending him the blessingr which he had so fervently besought from Him ; and turning to the Genevese, he addressed them as his children, assuring them of his unselfish design to provide for their welfare and for that of those who might come to this place for the same purposes. " For," said he, " I am planning to prepare a refuge for the poor believers who may be persecuted in France, in Spain, and elsewhere, beyond the sea, to the end that, without fear of king, emperor or other potentate, they may here serve God in purity according to His will." This interview ended, Villegagnon led the whole company into a cabin that stood in the middle of the island, and that served both as chapel and as refectory. Here, when they had sung the fifth Psalm, after Marot's version,^ Introd. 1557First religious service. ' Aux paroles que je veux dire, Plaise toi I'oreille prester : Et a cognoistre t'arrester, Pourquoi mon cceur pense et soupire, Souverain Sire. Enten a la voix tres-ardente, De ma clameur, mon Dieu mon Roy, Veu que tant seulement a toi Ma supplication presente J'offre et presente. Matin devant que jour il face, S'il te plaist, tu m'exauceras : Car bien matin prie seras De moi, leuant au ciel la face, Attendant grace. Tu es le vrai Dieu qui meschance N' aimes point, ne malignite :
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    i»;r -VH** 36 ATTEMPTED SETTLEMENTS : BRAZIL. Introd 1557March 10 Spanish and Portuguese ships. The emigrants remonstrated in vain with the commander against these lawless acts, which he doubtless sought to justify by the maritime customs of the time.' At length, on Wednesday, the tenth of March, the passengers landed on the island Coligny, in the bay of Rio de Janeiro. "The first thing we did," says Jean de Lery, " was to join in thanksgiving to God." The new-comers were led at once into the presence of Villegagnon, who welcomed them warmly. These courtesies over, the aged sieur du Pont addressed him, setting forth the motives which had influenced his companions and himself in undertaking a voyage attended with so many dangers and hardships. It was, he said, to constitute in that country a Church reformed according to the word of God. Villegagnon replied, declaring that inasmuch as this had long been the desire Viiie- of his own heart, he received them gladly with )n)fe°^ this understanding. Nay, it was his purpose ^^"'^^ that their Church should be the best reformed of all, and even far beyond others : and that henceforth vice should be rebuked, extravagance in dress corrected, and in short everything that might hinder the worship of God in its purity removed. Then, clasping his hands, and raising ' It deserves to be noticed that Coligny himself had earnestly protested against piracy, and had exerted himself for its repression, and for the protection of commerce upon the high seas. — Gaspard de Coligny, Amiral de France ; par le comte Jules Delaborde, Paris, 1882. T. III., p. ^6;^. -'It I
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    F(^l(l(Viit ill Rook' INTERVIEW WITH VILLEGAGNON. Z1 his eyes toward heaven, he thanked God for sending him the blessing which he had so fervently besought from Him ; and turning to the Genevese, he addressed them as his children, assuring them of his unselfish design to provide for their welfare and for that of those who might come to this place for the same purposes. " For," said he, *• I am planning to prepare a refuge for the poor believers who may be persecuted in France, in Spain, and elsewhere, beyond the sea, to the end that, without fear of king, emperor or other potentate, they may here serve God in purity according to His will." This interview ended, Villegagnon led the whole company into a cabin that stood in the middle of the island, and that served both as chapel and as refectory. Here, when they had sung the fifth Psalm, after Marot's version,' ' Aux paroles que je veux dire, Plaise toi I'oreille prester : Et a cognoistre t'arrester, Pourquoi mon coeur pense et soupire, Souverain Sire. Enten a la voix tres-ardente, De ma clameur, mon Dieu mon Roy, Veu que tant seulement a toi Ma supplication presente J'offre et presente. Matin devant que jour il face, S'il te plaist, tu m'exauceras : Car bien matin prie seras De moi, leuant au ciel la face, Attendant grace. Tu es le vrai Dieu qui meschance N' aimes point, ne malignite : Introd. 1557First religious service.
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    ;8 ATTEMPTED SETTLEMENTS: BRAZIL. Introd. 1557Villegagnon's singular demeanor. Richer, one of the two ministers, preached, taking for his text the fourth verse of the xxviith Psalm : One thing have I desired of the Lord, that will I seek after, that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life. Doubtless the discourse was eloquent,' as the occasion was inspiring. But the preacher's attention, and that of his audience, must have been greatly distracted by the singular conduct of their host. Villecjaf^non, throuQ^hout the sermon, "ceased not to clasp his hands, raise his eyes to heaven, heave deep sighs, and assume other like expressions, insomuch that every one marveled." Less edifying was the surprise that awaited the voyagers, on the same day, when, a few hours later, they were summoned into the cabin, now transformed into a dining-hall. It was a sorry feast to which the austere commander invited them : consisting of boiled fish, and bread prepared after the manner of the savages from dried roots reduced to fiour, together wath certain other roots baked in the ashes. The rocky island, upon which the little settlement was perched, contained neither spring nor Et auec qui en verite Malfaicteurs n' auront accointance, Ne demeurance. Jamais le fol et temeraire N'ose apparoir devant tes yeux : Car tousiours te sont odieux Ceux qui prenent plaisir a faire Manuals affaire. * " II avoit le talent de la parole," says Arcere. — Histoire de la ville de la Rochelle, II., 103.
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    GLOWING ANTICIPATIONS, 39 running stream, and the only beverage provided introd. for the company was drawn from a tank which 1557. Villegagnon's men had dug upon their first arrival. The sober meal concluded, Du Pont and his companions were led to the quarters provided for them. These were small Indian huts, built near the water's edge, which the savages in the governor's employ were just completing, by roofing them over with grass. For beds, they had hammocks, suspended in the air, according to the South American custom.' But it was a sleepless night, we may suppose, to some of the party, if not to all. The air was balmy — as mild as that of May in their native land. The cloudless heavens, revealing new constellations — the bay, its irregular shores fringed with graceful palm-trees — the encircling mountains, that re- Asieepiess called to the Genevese their own majestic Alps ^^ — must have kept the eyes of more than one of them waking. But to the pious ministers, at least, the mental prospect was still more impressive. This, then, was the New World, where the Gospel of the Son of God, so lately revealed in its purity to the nations of Europe, was to be ' The Portuguese missionaries who found their way to Brazil about the same time with the French Calvinists, speak of the Indian hammock as a novel but an agreeable contrivance. It is still in use at the present day, among the tribes of the Rio Negro and the Amazon. The hammock is woven from the fibrous portions of certain varieties of the palm-tree. — Brazil and the Brazilians, by Rev. James C. Fletcher and Rev. D. P. Kidder, D.D., sixth edition, pp. 68, 468.
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    40 ATTEMPTED SETTLEMENTS : BRAZIL. introd. preached to savage tribes still immersed in 1557. heathen darkness.' Here, in the first missionfield of Protestantism, the pure doctrines of Christianity were to be announced, before the emissaries of Loyola could introduce their corrupted creed. Here, "Antarctic France" was to be possessed for the king, and for that persecuted cause to which the good Coligny was lending his powerful influence.^ It is not unlikely, however, that these glowing anticipations may have been shaded somewhat by recollections of the past few hours, as the ministers remembered with perplexity the singular demeanor of Villegagnon at the religious service in which they had engaged, and his excessive protestations of zeal for the reformed religion, viiiegag- Three weeks passed by, and the commander's second St. great show of piety was kept up so admirably, ^^^^" that the good minister Richer, captivated by his eloquence and soundness in the faith, declared to his companions that they ought to esteem themselves happy in having a second Saint Paul in this extraordinary man. To testify his zeal for religion, Villegagnon lost no time in establishing an order of public worship for his colony. Evening prayer was to be said daily, after the ' " Voyage . . . qui donna une merveilleuse esperance d'avancer le royaume de Dieu jusques au bout du monde." — Theodore de Beze, Histoire ecclesiastique, livre IL ^ " Osant assurer qu' il ne se trouvera a par toute I'antiquite qu' il y ait iamais eu Capitaine Frangois et Chrestien, qui tout a une fois ait estendu le regne de Jesus Christ Roy des Rois, et Seigneur des Seigneurs, et les limites de son Prince Souuerain en pays si lointain." — De Lery.

  

  
    Page 57
    

  
  
    HOLY COMMUNION ADMINISTERED. 41 colonists had left their work :' and a sermon, introd. not exceeding one hour in length, was to be 1557. preached. It was on Sunday, the twenty-first of March, 1557, that this order of worship was solemnly inaugurated. A preparatory service was held, according to the custom already adopted in the French Reformed Churches ; and those who wished to communicate were catechised. At the celebration of the Lord's Supper which followed, Villegagnon insisted that the shipmasters and seamen who were not of the Reformed religrion should go out from the assembly ; and then, to the amazement of some and the edification of others, he kneeled down, and offered two lengthy prayers. After this he presented himself the first to receive the sacrament, kneeling upon a piece of velvet cloth which a page had spread on the ground before him. The two ministers were perhaps the last to see letters to any occasion for uneasiness in the governor's con- ^*^^^"duct. The ship that sailed early in April on its homeward trip, carried letters from Richer and Chartier to Calvin and to another correspondent, extolling in rapturous terms their " brother and father" the sieur de Villegagnon.'' The colony under his pious care presents the appearance of a Christian household, or rather of a church, like that which in apostolic times gathered in the house of Nymphas. From this nucleus, it is to be hoped, illustrious churches shall spring forth, * " Apres qu'on avoit laisse la besongne." — Lescarbot. ' See these letters, in the appendix to this volume.
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    42 ATTEMPTED SETTLEMENTS : BRAZIL. introd. and overspread the vast continent of Antarctic j^cy, France, which is now waiting for the Gospel. April. Concerning the barbarous inhabitants of the land, the ministers write with undissembled horror. Not only are they accustomed to eat human flesh, but they seem to be in all respects sunk to the very level of the beasts, not knowino- good from evil, and having no conception of the being of a God. The ministers are oppressed with a sense of their inability to reach these perishing heathen, with the good news of Redemption. Their unacquaintance with the language of the aborigines, and the want of competent interpreters, shut them off from immediate effort in this direction. But great things are expected of the young men who have come from Plans Geneva expressly to learn the native dialect, and arywork. prepare themselves to preach the Gospel to the savages. They have already begun this work, and are spending their time on shore among the people. God grant, adds Richer, that this may be without peril to their own souls. Villegagnon himself wrote to the great reformer, by the same ship. His letter is not surpassed by that of Richer and Chartier, in the profusion of its assurances of respect and devotion. He acknowledo^es the letter which he has received from Calvin by these brethren, and promises for himself and for his colony that the counsels given shall be observed even to the minutest particulars. He rejoices in the coming of the ministers, to relieve him of the burden of care for the spiritual interests of his fol �
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    VILLEGAGNON WRITES TO CALVIN. 43 lowers, and to aid him by their advice and introd. sympathy in all things. He recounts the hard- j^y ships and perplexities of his undertaking, and April, especially his anxieties for the moral and religious welfare of the colonists. Nothing, indeed, but a regard for his own good name, prevents him from doincr as others have done, and abandoninof the enterprise. But he is confident that, having a work to do for Christ, he will be sustained and prospered. He closes his long letter with best wishes for the lengthened life and usefulness of the reformer and his colleagues, and sends his special salutations to the pious Renee of France, the daughter of Louis XH., and the warm friend of Calvin and of the Protestant cause. Before the vessel that bore these letters could Gathering reach its destination, the aspect of affairs on the island Coligny had greatly changed. Villegagnon's zeal for orthodoxy and strictness of living had passed into captiousness and querulousness, ending in pronounced opposition. He began by finding fault with the manner of celebrating the Lord's Supper and of administering Baptism, as practiced by the Genevan ministers. Protesting that he wished only to know and to follow the teachings of the Gospel, he sent one of the ministers, Guillaume Chartier, to France, by a vessel homeward bound from the coast of Brazil, in order to confer with the principal Reformed theologians upon certain questions   of dogma and casuistry which he had
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    44 ATTEMPTED SETTLEMENTS: BRAZIL. introd. raised.' The same ship carried to France ten jTTy. young savages, who had been captured in war by one of the native tribes friendly to the French, and sold to Villegagnon as slaves, chartier's These were designed as a present to the king, nussion. ^^j^^ graciously received them, and distributed them among the nobles of his court. Villegagnon did not wait for the minister's return, "" to announce his conclusions with reference to the Protestant doctrines. He soon declared that his opinion of Calvin had been changed, and that he now held the so-called reformer to be an arch-heretic and an apostate. Villegagnon attributed this change in his religious views to the arguments of one Jean Contat,^ a student * According to De Lery — who, however, confesses his inability to understand Villegagnon's views — he rejected both the doctrine of Transubstantiation and that of Consubstantiation, and yet held to the bodily presence of Christ in the Lord's Supper, in a sense peculiarly his own. The practical questions upon which he professed a desire for instruction, were such as these : Whether the Lord's Supper should be celebrated with a certain degree of pomp : whether the wine should be mingled with water : whether unleavened bread ought to be used : whether, if any of the consecrated bread should remain after the celebration of the ordinance, it ought to be set aside as sacred, etc. — La France Protestante, deuxieme edition. Vol. IIL, p. 795. ^ Chartier, indeed, did not return to Brazil. He incurred Calvin's displeasure by delaying the fulfillment of his mission for several months after his arrival in Europe. His excuse was, that certain important despatches, which he was expecting from Brazil, had been withheld by Vijlegagnon. Nothing is known positively concerning Chartier's subsequent career ; but there are reasons for identifying him with a minister of the same name, who was chaplain to Jeanne d'Albret, about the year 1581. — La France Protestante : ubi supra. ' " Un nomme Jean Contat etudiant de Sorbonne, aspir �
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    CHANGE IN VILLEGAGNON. 45 of the University of Paris, who had abjured the introd. Roman Catholic faith, but who soon began to 1557. discuss points of theology with the ministers, generally taking the side of Rome. It was shrewdly suspected, however, that certain letters of warnine which the commander received about this time from France had more to do with his conversion.' Villegagnon found that in his professions of friendliness toward the Reformed religion he had gone too far. While seeking to ingratiate himself with Coligny and the Protestant party, whose favor he needed for the success of his expedition, he was in danger of incurring the displeasure of the king. The colonists were sorely disappointed in His eccentheir leader. But they had still greater cause for uneasiness, in view of the change of temper that accompanied this change of religious profession. Villegagnon became moody and capricious. His eccentric manners, indicating an unbalanced mind, his frequent outbursts of ant secretement a je ne sais quelle dignite episcopale aussi fantastique qu'etait le royaume de Villegagnon, etant venu le jour destine pour celebrer la Cene, demanda ou etaient les habillemens sacerdotaux, et commenga de disputer du pain sans levain, qu'il disait etre necessaire, et de meler de I'eau avec le vin de la Cene, avec autres questions semblables. . . . Le different ne laissa pas de croitre, voire jusques a ce point, que Richer faisant un bapteme, condamnant la superstition qu'on y ajoute, Villegagnon dementit tout hautement le ministre, protestant de ne se trouver plus a ses sermons, et de n'adherer a la secte qu'il appellait calvinienne." — De Beze, Histoire universelle, livre II. ' " Sollicite, comme 1' on croit, par les lettres du Cardinal de Lorraine." — De Thou, Histoire Universelle, tome II., p. 383 �
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    46 ATTEMPTED SETTLEMENTS : BRAZIL. introd. violent rage, and the cruel punishments he in1557- flicted on any that displeased him, alienated and disgusted his followers. Several of them abandoned the colony, and went off to seek their fortune in the wilderness. More than one conspiracy against the governor's life was detected among the soldiers and seamen on the island. Toward Du Pont and his associates, he now showed himself haughty and overbearing. At length they declared plainly to the commander, that since he had rejected the Gospel, they considered themselves no longer bound to serve him, and refused to work at the building Rupture of the fort. Thereupon, Villegagnon cut short oLevesl their provisions, and threatened to put them in irons. The threat precipitated a rupture which could not have been long deferred. Du Pont answered for his brethren, that they would not submit to such treatment ; and that inasmuch as he was not disposed to maintain them in the exercise of their religion, they renounced his authority. Villegagnon quailed before this fearless and determined attitude, and made no attempt to execute his threat. But not long after, he resolved to rid himself altogether of the Protestant leaders, and ordered them to leave the island. They obeyed at once — "Although," observes one of them in his narrative of the expedition, " we, ourselves, might have readily driven him from the place, but we would give him no occasion to complain of us." Removing to the main land, they awaited the departure of a ship from the coast of Normandy, which was
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    DU PONT LEAVES THE ISLAND. 47 then taking in her cargo for the homeward introd. trip.' 1557The Genevese had spent eight months on the island CoHgny.^ Two months more elapsed before the vessel was ready to sail. Meanwhile Du Pont and his companions, who were now at liberty to employ themselves as they pleased, beguiled the time by visiting some of the friendly tribes of Indians in the neighborhood. The savages appear to have been singularly susceptible of religious emotions. One day, psaimJean de Lery tells us, as he was walking in tSrlst^ the forest, accompanied by three or four of the natives, the grandeur and beauty of the tropical scenery so enchanted him that he could not refrain from singing, and he broke forth in the words of the metrical psalm : " S71S, s?(S, mon ante, il te faiit dire biai.''^ His companions, ' De Lery, Histoire d'un Voyage fait en la Terre du Bresil, p. 95. De Thou, Histoire Universelle, tome H., p. 383. ^ Two of Du Font's followers, the sieurs de la Chapelle and du Boissi, remained with Villegagnon after the departure of the others ; but they soon joined their brethren on the main. — (De Lery, p. 378.) ^ Sus, sus, mon ame, il te faut dire bien De I'Eternel : 6 mon vrai Dieu, combien Ta grandeur est excellent' et notoire ! Tu es vestu de splendeur et de gloire : Tu es vestu de splendeur proprement, Ne plus ne moins que d'un accoustrement : Pour pavilion que d'un tel Roi soit digne, Tu rends le ciel ainsi qu'une courtine Lambris^ d'eaux est ton palais voust^ : En lieu de char, sur la nue es port6 : Et les forts vents qui parmi Pair souspirent Ton chariot avec leurs ailes tirent.
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    48 ATTEMPTED SETTLEMENTS : BRAZIL. introd. filled with surprise and delight, asked the mean1557- ing- of the words. When this had been explained to them, they exclaimed, using- their ordinary expression of wonder and admiration, ''Teh! O how happy are 3"ou, to know so many things that are hidden from us poor miserable creatures ! " ' A On another occasion, a few of the French were Brazilian .... , .... ^ . village, entertained with great hospitality in one oi the principal villages of the region, some miles back from the coast. The whole population of the place collected around the strangers, as they seated themselves at the feast prepared for them, the old men of the village, proud of the honor shown to their people by the visit of these distinguished guests, constituting themselves a body guard to keep the children from disturbing them. Each of them was armed with a curious weapon; two or three feet long, in the shape of a saw, made of the spine of a large fish. At the close of the feast, one of these old men approached the party, and asked the meaning of a strange procedure which he had noticed. Twice — before partaking of food, and again after eating— he had seen the Frenchmen remove their hats, and remain perfectly still, while one of their Des vents aussi diligens et legers Fais tes herauts, postes et messagers : Et foudre et feu fort prompts a ton service, Sont les sergeans de ta haute justice. Ps. civ. ' " Usant de leur interjection desbahissement Teh ! ils dirent, O que vous autres Mairs estent heureux de scavoir tant de secrets qui sont cachez a nous chetifs & pouvres miserables." — De L^ry. Histoire d'un Voyage fait en la Terre du Bresil, p. 290.
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    PREACHING TO THE SAVAGES. 49 number uttered some words. To whom was he introd. speaking ? Was it to them, or to some person i7cy. not present? The pious Huguenots thought this a providential opening for the instruction of these savages in the true rehgion ; and they hastened to enter it, with the help of the interpreter who accompanied them. They told them of the great God to whom they prayed, and who, though they could not see Him, heard their words and knew their most secret thoughts. It was this God who had brought them in safety across the wide ocean, preserving them during a voyage of many months, while they were out of sight of the solid land ; and because they served Him and trusted in Him, they had no fear of being tormented bv Aio-na — the dreaded demon of these savages — either in this life or in one to come. They exhorted their hearers to abandon the errors taught them by their lying priests, and especially to leave off the barbarous practice of eating the flesh of their enemies, promising them that if they would do this, they should enjoy the same blessings with themselves. The Indians listened with breathless attention to the account Attentive of the creation of the world and the fall of man, in which, says Jean de Lery, who was the spokesman, " I endeavored to show them man's lost condition, and so prepare them to receive Jesus Christ." The discourse lasted two hours, and left the audience in a state of great amazement. At length one of the old men replied. " Certainly," said he, "these are wonderful things that you have told us, and things that are very good,
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    50 ATTEMPTED SETTLEMENTS: BRAZIL. introd. though \ve have never known them till now. j~.~ Nevertheless, your words have brought to my mind what we have often heard our fathers relate, namely, that long ago, so many moons that we have not been able to keep the reckonAn Indian ing of them, there came a JMair — a European — clothed and bearded like some of you, who tried to persuade our people to obey your God, telling them what you have just told us. But our people would not believe his teachings ; and when he left there came another, who gave them a sword, in token of a curse,' and from that time to this we have slain one another wath the sword, insomuch that, having become used to it, if now we should forsake our ancient custom, all the other tribes around us would laugh us to scorn." - The French warmly remonstrated with ' De Lery speculates as to the Alair who had come so many hundreds of years before to announce the true God to the natives of Brazil, and somewhat thnidly ventures the query, "si c'auroit point este I'un des Apostres." As for the one who followed, he suggests the apocalyptic vision of the red horse and him that sat thereon, to whom it was given " to take peace from the earth, and that they should kill one another : and there was given unto him a great sword." — Revelation, vi. 4. ^ " Nous fusmes plus de 2. heures sur ceste matiere de la creation, dont pour brievete ie ne feray ici plus long discours. Or tous prestans I'oreille, avec grande admiration escoutoyent attentivement de maniere qu'estans entrez en esbahissement de ce qu'ils auoyent ouy, il y eut un vieillard qui prenant la parole dit : Certainement vous nous auez dit merueilles, & choses tres bonnes que nous n'auions iamais entendiies : toutesfois, dit-il, vostre harengue m'a fait rememorer ce que nous auos ouy reciter beaucoup de fois a nos grads peres : assauoir que des longtemps & d^s le nombre de tat de Lunes que nous n'en auons pus
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    TRANSIENT IMPRESSIONS. 5 1 their hearers. They entreated them to disre- introd. gard the foolish ridicule to which they might jTZ be subjected, and assured them that if they would worship and serve the one living and true God, He would help them ; and should their enemies attack them on that account, they should vanquish them all. " In short," says Jean de Lery, " our hearers were so moved by the power which God gave to our words, that some of them promised to follow our teachings, and declared that they would never again eat human flesh : and the interview closed with a prayer offered by one of our company, which our interpreter translated into their language, the savages kneeling together with us," It must be added, however, that the hopes awakened in the hearts of the zealous missionaries were soon grievously disappointed : for in the middle of the night, as they lay in the hammocks which the hospitable savages had provided for them, they heard the whole band sing- The waring a war-song, the purport of which was, that ^°^' to revenge themselves on their enemies, they retenir le conte, un Matr, c'est a dire Frangois ou etranger vestu & barbu comme aucuns de vous autres, vint en ce pays ici, lequel pour les penser ranger a I'obeissance de vostre Dieu, leur tint le mesme lagage que vous nous auez maintenant tenu : mais comme nous tenons aussi de peres en fils, ils ne le voulurent pas croire : & partant il en vint vn autre qui en signe de malediction leur bailla I'espee, dequoy depuis nous nous sommes tousiours tuez I'vn I'autre ; tellement, qu'en estans entrez si auant en possession, si maintenant laissans nostre coustume nous desistions, toutes les nations qui nous sont voisines se moqueroyent denous." — DeLery, pp. 283, 284.
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    homeward voyage, 52 ATTEMPTED SETTLEMENTS: BRAZIL. introd. must slay and eat more victims than ever bej77__ fore. " Such," says De Lery, " is the inconstancy of these poor people, a striking ilkistration of human depravity. " Notwithstanding," he adds, " I verily believe that if Villegagnon had not proved recreant to the Reformed religion, and had we have remained longer in that country, some of them misfht have been attracted and won to Christ." ' There are few accounts of peril and suffering at sea more frightful than that of the returning voyage of Du Pont and his companions, from Xhe the coast of Brazil. The story has been minutely told by two of the sufferers, the minister Richer, and Jean de Lery. The ship on which they had taken passage proved to be a crazy bark, leaky and worm-eaten, and almost waterlogged. Before they were out of sight of land, five of the party losing heart asked to be sent back. They were accordingly put in a boat, and reached the shore safely, but only to meet from Villegagnon a worse fate than that of their brethren. The rest pursued their way ; and after five months, in the course of which a number died of sheer starvation, the survivors landed in a state of indescribable misery, upon the coast of Bretaorne. But their dansfers were not over when they had escaped the perils of the sea. Villegagnon had intrusted the master ' " Toutesfois i' ay opinion que si Villegagnon ne se fust reuolte de la Religion reformee, & que nous fussions demeurez plus longtemps en ce pays la, qu'on en eust attir^ & gagne quelques vns a lesus Christ."
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    VILLEGAGNON'S TREACHERY. 53 of the ship with a packet of letters, to be de- intxod. livered to certain persons on his arrival in iTTs. France. Among these letters, there was one addressed to the nearest magistrate. It contained a formal accusation against the bearers, as heretics, and recommended that they be forthwith consigned to the stake. Happily, the sieur Du Pont, the leader of the little band, took counsel with some magistrates whom he found to be well affected toward the Protestant cause. These, so far from molesting the travelers, entertained them with the 'utmost kindness, and sent them on their journey.' Little remains to be said of the unfortunate sufferers Brazilian expedition. Three of the five men faith.* who had turned back to the ship, were at once sentenced by Villegagnon to be drowned, as heretics and rebels. The names of these sufferers have been preserved, and enrolled in the martyrology of the French Reformation. They were Pierre Bourdon,'' Jean du Bordel, and Mathieu Verneuil. " Thus," observes Jean de ' Pierre Richer, dit de Lisle, made his way to La Rochelle, where he found the nucleus of a Protestant congregation, which had been gathered by Charles de Clermont a few months before. He deserves, says Callot, to be regarded as the father of the Rochellese reformation, because of the part he took in the organization of the church in that place. On Sunday, November 17, 1558, he officiated at the formation of the first Consistory of La Rochelle. (La Rochelle protestante, pp. 24, 25.) Richer died in La Rochelle, March 8, 1580. (Ibid. See also Delmas, Eglise reformee de la Rochelle, p. 434). " Pierre Bourdon was a native of Ambonay in Champagne, France, who had taken refuge at Geneva in September, 1555.
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    54 ATTEMPTED SETTLEMENTS: BRAZIL. introd. Lery, " Villegagnon was the first to shed the 1558. blood of God's children in that newly-discovered country ; and because of that cruel deed, he has well been called the Cain of America^ Of the Protestants who had remained on the island, a number now escaped to the continent. They soon fell into the hands of the Portuguese, who were not more disposed than the treacherous Villegagnon to show mercy to Calvinists. One of the fugitives was induced by threats or by promises to renounce his faith. Three others were thrown into prison. Among Jean thesc was a man of note, lean Boles, a scholar Boies. . •' versed in the Greek and Hebrew languages. The Jesuits spared no effort to persuade him to follow his companion's example. Boles, however, remained firm throughout a captivity of eight years. At the end of that time, the Jesuit 1567. Provincial ordered him to be brought to the newly-founded city of St. Sebastian — now Rio de Janeiro — and there put to a cruel death, in order that any of his Protestant countrymen, still lingering in that region, might take warning by his fate. The Jesuit writers represent this martyr as having recanted shortly before his execution. If so, his recantation must have been made, according to their own showing, under promise of reprieve, or of an easier mode of death. For they relate, that when the executioner showed awkwardness in the performance of his work, the Provincial interposed, and gave him directions how to dispatch the heretic more speedily, " fearing lest he should become impa �
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    THE COLONY BROKEN UP. 55 tient, being an obstinate man, and newly re- introd, claimed." 1267. Meanwhile, Villegagnon's colony had been entirely broken up by the Portuguese. Soon after the departure of Du Pont and the other Protestant leaders for Europe, the commander himself returned to France, where he at once avowed himself a zealous champion of the Church of Rome.' It was noticed that this August change of faith coincided with Coligny's impris- ^''''^^^^• onment by the Spaniards after the defeat of St. Quentin. The powerful patron upon whose help he had depended for the carrying out of his ambitious plans, was now in captivity ; and Villeo^ag^non souorht a new master.^ ' There seems to be no room for doubt as to Villegagnon's duplicity. That he professed to favor the Reformed doctrines, the accounts given by De Lery, Lescarbot, Theodore de Beze^ and Agrippa d'Aubigne, and his own letter to Calvin (see the appendix to this volume,) abundantly prove. On the other hand, the Roman Catholic writers make no mention of a departure from the Roman faith : and he appears upon his return to France only as a vehement foe of Protestantism, using both sword and pen against its adherents. If Claude Haton is to be credited, Villegagnon carried with him to Brazil all the requisites for the celebration of the Mass (" ornemens d'eglise pour dire la messe." — Memoires, I., 38.) An estimate of his character would be incomplete, however, that should not take into account, together with his insincerity, his eccentricities of conduct while in Brazil, indicating apparently some degree of mental aberration. '^ Villegagnon died January 15, 157 1. He was a native of Provins, in Champagne. His fellow-townsman, Claude Haton, eulogizes him as a valiant servant of the king, and defender of the Church, "ennemy capital " of the heretical Huguenots, whom he opposed to his utmost with temporal and spiritual arms. " 11 a faict plusieurs beaux livres latins
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    56 ATTEMPTED SETTLEMENTS: BRAZIL. introd. Early in the year 1560, a Portuguese fleet 1560. arrived at Rio de Janeiro. The little garrison which Villegagnon had left in charge of Fort Coligny was overpowered after a brave resistance. Some of the occupants escaped to the main land, where they sought refuge among the savages ; others w^ere mercilessly butchered ; and soon every trace of the French occupation disappeared from the island. Coligny's first experiment in colonization had failed, and the hopes that had been awakened throughout Protestant France, of a place of refuge from religious oppression in the New Coligny World, lay prostrate. But Coligny himself was couraged. not One to be discouraged by failure. There was much to account for the ill success of the expedition to Brazil, especially in the character and conduct of its chief ; but for whose faithlessness or imbecility, it must have seemed then as it has seemed since, a French colony might have flourished at Rio de Janeiro, and the dream of an " Antarctic France " mio;ht have been realized. Such a settlement would have speedily received large accessions, and would have found itself strong enough to hold its ground against the enemy. Indeed, when the news of Villegagnon's treachery reached Europe, a company of emigrants, numbering seven or eight hundet frangoys, pour confuter la faulse oppinion de son compaignon d'escolle, Jehan Calvin, de Genefve, et autres predicans de la faulse oppinion lutherienne et huguenoticque." (Memoires de Claude Haton, publics par M. Felix Bourquelot. Paris, 1857. Tome IL, p. 623.) ,
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    A FAVORABLE JUNCTURE. 57 red, was preparing to join the colony ; and it introi was estimated by Jean de Lery, that ten thou- 1562. sand French Protestants would soon have crossed the ocean to Brazil' The baseness of one man had ruined the scheme which promised so much for France and for America. But there were others in the Protestant ranks, tried and trusted leaders, who stood ready for a. second venture, upon Coligny's bidding ; and the harbors of Bretagne and Normandy swarmed with men as ready to follow. The times also, if not brighter, were more opportune. The Huguenots, as they now began to be called, had become a recognized power in the land ; with two princes of the blood — Antoine, kinof of Navarre, and his brother, Louis, prince of Conde — at their head. There was a lull in the storm of persecution. Nearly thirty-seven years had passed since Jean Leclerc, the first conpicuous martyr of the Reformation in France, ' " Car quoy qu' aucuns disent, veu le peu de temps que ces choses ont dure, ^ que n'y estoit a present non plus de nouvelle de vraye Religion que de nom de Francois pour y habiter, qu'on n'en doit faire estime : nonobstant telles allegations, ce que j'ay dit ne laisse pas de demeurer tousiours tellement vray, que tout ainsi que I'Evangile du fils de Dieu a este de nos jours annonce en ceste quarte partie du monde dite Amerique, aussi est-il tres certain si 1' affaire eust este aussi bien poursuivi qu'il avoit este heureusement commence, que 1' un & 1' autre Regne spirituel »Sr temporel, y avoyent si bien prins pied de nostre temps, que plus de dix mille personnes de la nation Frangoise y seroient maintenant en aussi plein & seure possession pour nostre Roy, que les Espagnols y sont au nom de leurs." — Histoire d' un Voyage fait en la Terre du Bresil. P. 2.
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    58 ATTEMPTED SETTLEMENTS : FLORIDA. In trod. 1525July 22. Edict of July, 1561. had been burned at Metz ; and each intervening year had witnessed the sufferings, in every part of the kingdom, 0/ those who had been tried, condemned, and sentenced to the prison, the torture or the stake, for the crime of heresy. Edict after edict of the government had pronounced the penalties of imprisonment, confiscation of goods, and death, upon the followers of Luther and Calvin, and while enforcing persecution under the forms of law, had encouraeed the countless deeds of violence which a lawless populace stood always ready to perpetrate. The latest of these edicts was the most severe and sweeping. It inflicted punishment by imprisonment and confiscation upon all who, whether armed or unarmed, should attend any heretical service of worship, public or private. The passage of this law intensified the feelings of hostility, which were soon to break out into open strife, between the two great religious parties. While the Romanists exulted, the Protestants did not conceal their indignation. Even Coligny, pacific, and anxious to avert the impending calamity of civil war, declared plainly that the " Edict of July," as it was called, could never be carried into effect. But meanwhile, as the strength of the Protestant party grew more apparent, and its position more menacing, the necessity of conciliation became obvious to the court. Catharine de Medici, now regent of the kingdom during the minority of her son Charles IX., turned to Coligny for advice. The Admiral counseled toleration ; and to
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    THE " NEW RELIGION " RECOGNIZED. 59 show the expediency of toleration, he presented introd. to Catharine a list of the Protestant churches of 1561. France, already numbering two thousand one hundred and fifty, that asked for freedom and protection in the exercise of their religion. His advice was heeded ; and the ** Edict of July" was followed, six months later, by the "Edict of Edict of January," 1562. It was now that for the first Tse?^' time the existence of "the new religion " became recognized in France as legal, and as claiming some degree of protection under the laws. The penalties previously pronounced on its adherents were provisionally repealed, until a general Council of the Church could be called for the settlement of all questions of religious faith. Protestants throughout the kingdom were to be exempt from all molestation, while proceeding on their way to their religious assemblies and in returning from them ; and the presence of an officer of the government at every ecclesiastical meeting gave dignity and legality to the proceedings of the Protestant consistories, colloquies, and synods. Such was the favorable juncture which Coligny chose for a second effort to accomplish his cherished plan of American colonization. Little did civil the sagacious statesman and chieftain dream JndiU^' that the year which was opening so auspiciously would prove one of the darkest in the history of France ! Six weeks from the date of the promulgation of the Edict of January, the massacre at Vassy precipitated the outbreak of the First Civil War; and for the next ten months the kingdom
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